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Holiday, Billie (with William Dufty) 

Lady Sings the Blues 
Doubleday. July 250p. $3.75. 
The negro artist America has enviable position. 
The probability any colored girl rising out the 
the north the south attain any heights 
any artistic field is, feel, rather slight. most 
cases the simple problem survival overwhelm- 
ing that anything else must deferred long past the 
when might any value. Billie Holiday 
one the few who have risen the top, and Lady 
Sings the Blues the story her climb success and 
her fall. Because she has fallen badly. 


She came out impossible background. Her mother 
was only thirteen when Billie was born. Her parents 
Were not married until three years later. Before she 
was ten she ran errands for house prostitution. 

was raped when she was only ten—and was sent 


institute correction show her that she 
should not the victim terrible crime. She 
put time house prostitution afterwards. She 
suggests that she had affairs with more men than you 
could tally up. She took dope. She had home 
life child. Her marital record worse than dis- 
astrous. And she was—may yet be—a magnificent 
the world entertainment known the 
ues. 


The recital the mere biographical details are rather 
shocking. The manner the recital, the book, 
just shocking, because there conscious effort 
the part the writer use language that will knock 
you right out your little seat. the whole book 
adds well-planned sock the jaw. Unfor- 
tunately, cannot dismissed quite lightly, be- 
cause darn well going read the admirers 
Miss Holiday, and they are numerous not legion. 
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strange world that Miss Holiday brings into. 
None have known the futility, the endless poverty 
the world the American negro—do not deceive 
yourself, you not even suspect even you were 
born freight train heading west. special 
sort hell have created here America for our 
special citizens, where men and women grow from 
childhood maturity old age and often never have 
single room which they might alone. (To 
extent, this not true the south, where the negro 
can always alone the mud the fields. the 
north, there are such fields near his ghetto, except 
Central Park New York, through which the young 
negro killers stalk night waiting for prey fall into 
their happy hands). Out this indecency into which 
the negro born, somehow have come decent people— 
how, not begin suspect, but great proof 
the grace God. And through this world the 
young Billie Holiday moved her destiny. She 
achieved some sort greatness, and found loneliness 
and dope the end the line. Now all know 
what happens the negress who given chance 
rise, and she becomes another case history prove the 
futility giving any negro chance. 


There element spiritual terror this book that 
profound that one can scarce plumb the depth 
it. the story haunted soul, and not even 
the story the most haunted soul. 


there value reading this book. 
But another sense, the book insult. 


not know out what labyrinthine pit Miss 
day dug her literary collaborator. only know that 
shame she did not drop him back before 
got loose typewriter. The book one the classic 
masterpieces bad taste modern writing. does 
not have the shock value any the war novels that 
have finally put everything into print; lukewarm 
miserable. such story, moving, terrible, shock- 
ing, degrading, yet intrinsically honest tell, 
horrible shame contemplate the work which Mr. 
Dufty executed. 


Here was chance tell the story all its naked 
awfulness the American people, move the people 
giving them the facts that made the life Billie 
Holiday. might have been biography that was 
monumental, not reason the stature the sub- 
ject matter, but reason the dreadful implications 
the telling that story. But Mr. Dufty sold what- 
ever chance there was for such greatness come 
through, and has somehow convinced me, against 
will and against better judgment, that invest- 
ment this book just another penny pitched into 
future collection dope. And hasn’t only hurt me. 
has hurt Billie Holiday, and not think 
kind thing hurt someone who has been hurt 
much already. can only hope negro. would 
too much think one own race doing this 
final unkind thing after all the other unkindnesses. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Best 


Tracy, Honor The Straight and Narrow Path 
Random House. July 30, 1956. 245p. $3.50. 


This book must termed success because does 
what the author intended do—it heaps ridicule 
the Irish. Everything about Irish Catholics sub 
jected Miss Tracy’s derision: their housekeeping, 
their attitudes toward honesty, their traditions, and, 
above all, their religion. who cannot laugh 
joke that patently unkind and objectively unjust 
should not bother read this book; satire can 
terribly unfair and this caricature grotesque 
painful any lover the Irish—or, for that matter, 
any lover decency and justice. Miss Tracy 
doubtedly sincere but she completely wrong; she 
very clever writer but has employed her skill 
bitter advantage; she will evoke laughter with this work 
but will chiefly the unkind laughter those who 
misunderstand and dislike the Irish and Catholicism. 


Andrew Butler, English anthropologist residing for 
time Irish village, the hero The Straight 
and Narrow Path. Midsummer Night mysterious 
stranger promises him sight stir the heart any 
anthropologist and leads him stealth the top 
convent wall; there, screened from view, the two men 
watch the Sisters engage mysterious sport—leaping 
over bonfire. Butler sees the pastime the survival 
pagan fertility rite and makes the comparison 
article for English newspaper. What doe 
not discover until later that his strange guide 
lawyer who derives considerable income from suing the 
English press. The lawyer calls Butler’s article the 
attention Canon Peart who glad the 
ity enter into some profitable litigation; needs 
money pay for his new car and new bathroom, 
provements forced him his fear being outshone 
neighboring pastors. The priest and the lawyer look 
for quick and profitable settlement out court but 
Butler, being the personification Saxon virtue, insists 
contesting the suit. 


Most the novel taken with incidents concerning 
the legal action; first there are the difficulties Butler 
faces attempting oppose priest Irish court 
then there are the squirmings the priest after English 
courage and English integrity begin win the day. 
The canon loses his hold over his people and the town 
begins disintegrate socially. Eventually Butler 
vindicated; but his victory hollow because events 
conspire make superstition triumphant the village 
and restore the canon his old position with new 
affluence. the grounds the local castle 
small old building, designed for amorous intrigue and 
surrounded nude statues; half-witted poacher sees 
dim white figure emerge from the building one night 
—actually drunkenly oblivious peer the realm, 
heading for swim—and convinced some respect 
able townspeople that has been favored with vision 
Our Lady. Business the town booms word 
the apparition goes around; the canon gets percentage 
practically everything and the Englishman cor 
vinced that nothing can done for with this 
nighted people. 


According Miss Tracy, vice Ireland not 
tacular but all-pervading; does not burst out into 
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the open because the country hagridden stupid, 
despotic, superstitious priests, but manifests itself 
basic dishonesty and thousands petty mean- 
nesses. Ignorance reigns and mean shrewdness essen- 
tial success any kind. There one research 
scientist the novel, man who had shown great 
promise Oxford; returned Ireland, lives such 
dread the clergy that becoming alcoholic. 
Only one Catholic Irishman shows any real wisdom 
courage, lawyer who says that justice went out the 
land with English rule; the end, superstition wins 
him too. 


The bad people then are the Irish Catholics; the good 
people are the Englishman, Butler, and woman 
the Protestant “aristocracy.” with some good 
traits left him the lord the manor, simple- 
minded, weak man who has become Catholic and 
takes for granted that the Church will gobble all 
his land. and effeminate Protestant English- 
man are the only characters who any straddling 
Miss Tracy’s neatly drawn line. The most despicable 
person all is, course, the official representative 
the Church, the canon; grasping, selfish bully 
who seeks always his own interests but has learned 
identify them the interests the Church; Miss 
Tracy loses opportunity make him ludicrous. 
The superior the local convent made sillier than 
even moving-picture nun has ever contrived be; 
strangely enough, she even writes with brogue. 


Intellectual analysis shows that some the things 
this book should funny and maybe one other 
them isolation would be. All together they mani- 
fest malevolence which spoils the humor for me. 
Either bitterness toward the Church has blinded this 
very able writer else blindness has made her bitter 
but she cannot see Catholicism and she has written 
bitter castigation straw man. all very sad. 
There enough bigotry the world; gfits such Miss 
should not used perpetuate and in- 


crease it. 
William Hill, S.J., 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


LITERARY GUILD SELECTION—AUGUST 


Ashton, Helen The Half-Crown House 
Dodd, Mead. July 23, 1956. 256p. $3.50. 


The “house” Fountain Court, ancestral home the 
Lords Hornbean Miss Wilchester, and 
known “Half-Crown” because that the fee for the 
visitors who now, since the war, are admitted tour 
because the family’s hard times. The family con- 
sists the aged and dying dowager Lady Hornbean; 
her granddaughter Henrietta, (struggling against odds 
keep the mansion operating); Charles, quiet and 
helpful shattered war-veteran cousin; and the youthful 
Victor, heir the title. 


The “story” covers twenty-four hours. The incidents 
are the arrival Victor, turned over the family 
his widowed and remarried “lower-class” mother; the 
discovery that prized painting sold rich 
American copy, the original having been sold 
the old lady during her gilded youth; Henrietta’s rejec- 
tion the suit the wealthy American because her 
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devotion the old home; the death the old woman; 
and the crashing American bomber the roof, 
burning out the house. With great fortitude Charles 
and Henrietta recognize that they have been quietly 
and lovingly dependent upon each other for years and 
they face the task preserving the heir’s patrimony 
while contemplating marriage. 


Through the events, tour moves about the house. 
This gives excuse for the main body the book— 
reminiscence all and sundry, including retainers, 
all the past history the house and the family. 


While the tone that deliberate understatement, 
the fact that the jumbled recollections are quite dull. 
There gentle repetition the placid harking back 
techniques that finally unbearable. addition, 
while there are occasional flashes keen observation 
and neat expression, the almost unvarying use the 
juvenile “command sentence” throughout reduces most 
the prose babble. 


moral objectionability any class reader, 
The Half-Crown House something read 
probably best recommended only those who may 
already devotees Miss Ashton’s Wilchester series. 


Doris Maguire, 
West River, Maryland 


Van Druten, John The Vicarious Years 
Scribner. July 187p. $3.00. 


Teddy Attridge, Londoner birth, belonged 
middle-class family. His early life was uneventful. 
After finishing school began study law though 
his secret ambition was become dramatist. 


During his boyhood and adolescence his closest com- 
panions were his cousins, Oliver and Joanna Winter, 
neighbor Rita Carlill, and American author Bruce 
Markham. these persons exercised great in- 
fluence him for idealized them and generally 
looked the world through their eyes. Hence 
calls this period “the vicarious years.” ends when 
starts his literary career, when realizes that his 
idols have weaknesses had not previously suspected, 
and when learns himself and judge people 
and events his own rather than another’s stand- 
ards. 


This psychological study is, part least, the auto- 
biography John Van Druten, the noted playwright. 
ceal the identity the men and women whom 
describes, and hints future volume bring the 
life-story “Teddy Attridge” date. 


There question Van Druten’s dramatic skill, 
his knowledge human nature, and his ability re- 
veal person’s true motives penetrating and fast- 
moving dialogue. Yet there are two objectionable 
features this book. One its pagan attitude toward 
life. This seen most clearly Oliver’s cold-blooded 
rejection God and future immortality immediately 
after the death his mother. The second the loose 
moral code regard sex and marriage. Bruce, for 
example, carries love affair with Rita though 
already married, and the principal characters find 
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nothing wrong his conduct. can recommend it, 
therefore, only for discriminating readers. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
University Santa Maria, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Carstens, Grace Harvest the Shore 
Macmillan. July 10, 1956. 235p. $3.50. 

This novel about Coveport the Cape, native 
Yankees, and Pop Cameron and his daughter, Nora, 
who arrived there when Nora was fourteen. The sea 
and shore and home were refuge after Mrs. Cam- 
eron’s death. Pop took fishing along with painting 
seascapes. Both pursuits cultivated Nora keen 
sensitivity beauty scene and sound, and led 
art career. 

Justin Dodd cycles into their lives, lonely, misunder- 
stood boy. The creative work the Camerons 
puzzle Justin, but that talent theirs gives Justin 
chance self-expression amateur mechanics, build- 
ing jalopy their yard, minor skill that grows into 
major business. storm sea claims Pop, and 
spite Pop’s decent traditions, (no religion and the 
Coveport church closed for ten years), Nora and Justin 
have winter’s “affair” that hard explain. 

Nora clinging art, leaves Justin study, and Justin 
later marries summer colonist. Years later, Nora 
returns renew Justin’s friendship. series epi- 
sodes and many pages are dissipated justifying such 
love. Nora narrator not very appealing the 
role “sword Damocles” over Justin’s home. 


The author’s avocation painting gives color her 
descriptions, though the dialogue unnecessarily mar- 
red frequent blasphemy the name Jesus. 


Rowena Rafferty, 
New York, New York 
Overholser, Wayne Gunlock 


Macmillan. July 24,1956. 178p. $2.75. 

When Joe Pardee died, Will Beeson, whom had 
taken his ranch youth, fell heir typical 
Western land trouble. Then follows surprise, 
Will struggles with himself and his feelings toward his 
dead hero, Joe, Joe’s wife and farmers ranch coun- 
try rather than with gun fire. 

However, the guns flash before the story ends and Will 
has his mind made for him. bit unusual West- 
ern, Overholser still holds the interest the reader 
desiring suspense and thrills along with virile action. 


Marsten, Richard The Spiked Heel 
Holt. July 23, 1956. 319p. $3.95. 

Jefferson McQuade—the heel spiked with the lust for 
the Titanic Shoe Corporation which 
has just swallowed the Julien Kahn Shoe Co. The 
result low, 319-page rumble that ends burp. 
The heel spiked and Julien Kahn restored its 
savior, Raymond Griffin. 

This journalistic excursion into the fashion world 
women’s shoes offers cluttered, superficial stage for 
type characters. lacks originality, imagination, pro- 
portion, and verve. 


Best SELLERs 


Watkins, Shirley The Prophet and the King 
Doubleday. July 19, 1956. 382p. $3.95. 


Shirley Watkins has chosen the best method writing 


biblical novel—she has followed the original narrative 
quite closely. There great drama Israel’s first de- 
mand for king, God’s concession king with the 
warning that Israel was following its own will and not 
His, Saul’s clinging the power suddenly given 
him, his efforts kill the beloved David because 
David threat the power Saul’s house. The 
very air theocratic Israel filled with the possibility 
stirring drama, and Miss Watkins has wisely utilized 
her material without trying improve it. She has 
interpreted rather freely—too freely, fact, for 
torical accuracy and for the good repute the prophet 
Samuel—but she has adhered closely the facts re- 
corded the First Book Kings. The effect good. 


interpreting the facts given, Miss Watkins sees the 
personality Samuel the cause all the troubles 
that came Saul and many those which came 
David. Samuel, she thinks, was enamored the 
power that his position prophet gave him. The 
demand for king was personal insult him, though 
the selection the king was truly divine. After Saul 
was made king, Samuel jealously tried keep the 
kingly power submissive the prophetic one. Any 
move Saul’s that seemed the simple assertion 
royal but human prudence was sure call down the 
wrath the prophet. And Saul grew confidence 
and the esteem the people, the irascible old 
Samuel grew mordant bitterness. Miss Watkins does 
not seem sure her own attitude toward the prophetic 
power; she has Samuel utter sheer human anger 
words which are sanctioned God, sometimes with 
the direst effects. Whether Samuel speaks the words 
God the words—sometimes malicious ones—of 
Samuel, God does what foretold. 


According this version, David was the tool the 
prophet’s jealous machinations against the king. Samuel 
let known that had designated David suc 
ceed the throne but prevented David from men- 
tioning their conversation; thus David’s seeming lack 
frankness gave strength Saul’s suspicions, 
fostered his henchmen, that David was seeking 
supplant him. Samuel died frustrated, acknowl- 
edging his inability destroy Saul’s greatness; but 
Saul eventually came the sad end prophesied for him 
Samuel. David, the innocent pawn game 
power, was saddened the death Saul but relieved 
the burden outlawry and raised power. 


Saul was complex character and his alternating atti- 
tudes cherishing David and wanting kill him are 
not easy combine into consistent character 
trayal. Miss Watkins has done admirable job. 
Actually she seems make Saul even more complex 
than was, but she makes him understandable. 
making vivid much the truth about Saul she has 
sacrificed much the apparent truth about Samuel, 
but her success delineating the king itself solid 
achievement. And even more remarkable her 
cess creating the atmosphere that surrounded Saul, 
atmosphere alive with the knowledge that God was 
watching over and judging His people. 
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The place names used Miss Watkins will probably 
seem strange readers the Douay version but they 
are recognizable and there convenient map the 
inside cover. should noted also that Miss Watkins 
makes the questioning God the Israelites perhaps 
more simple mechanical process than actually was; 
unlike many biblical scholars, she free from doubt 
about the nature the ephod; and not very taste- 
ful bid for pathos she introduces Absalom the son 
Michol. 

Unfortunately this author apparently one those 
who think that biblical novel would complete 
without orgy. She describes one the Ammonite 
camp. The description has the tired old air hack- 
neyed Hollywood, disgusting, and utterly 
unnecessary the narrative. should never have 
been included book that otherwise solid and 
skillful, sometimes wordy and little repe- 


titious. 
William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Lofts, Norah Afternoon Autocrat 
Doubleday. July 5,1956. 320p. $3.95. 

This tale several strong characters eighteenth 
century England, narrated smooth-flowing literary 
The author uses her knowledge English vil- 
lage life, was just before 1800, weave together 
the lives the village squire, his wife, the overseer, 
the cobbler’s daughter and the rich and poor inhabi- 
tants. 


Sir Charles Shelmadine rides survey his gentry and 
view the village through perfect pen portrait 
are introduced some the characters. Definitely 
against recent innovations other villages, Sir Charles 
orders one the tenants out, for making manger out 
his kitchens, but never enforces the order, 


thrown from his horse and killed before his survey 
finished. 


jump India, find Richard Shelmadine, whom 
his father, Sir Charles, had disowned, and his wife, 
linda. Richard weakling, ever ready blame 
others for his own failings, and does not change 
improve after returning England and inheriting the 
estate. 

Richard follows the changes and orders all land en- 
closed leaving many villagers homeless, but improving 
his own wealth. the same time weakens his 
position because has make deal with the cob- 
daughter, Damask, who companion to, and 
controls, rich widow. 

Richard orders extensive alterations the manor 
house, and while London, gambling, the work- 
man unearth underground temple used for ancient 
sacrificial rites. Linda surprised the knowledge 
the overseer, who tells the bulls that were sacrificed 
Mithras, the sun god. 


Her husband returns company with acquaintance 
who has certain mastery over “black magic” and they 
use the temple revive the ancient cult and 
greater powers from the devil. new bull 
obtained for the farm, reality for the sacrifice, and 
amask inveigled take part the great trial. 


Lofts Troyat 
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Events rush thrilling climax and black magic 
destroyed. Damask sees the errors her revengeful 
attitude toward the village folk and makes full restitu- 
tion from the widow’s estate which she received. Linda, 
Richard and the overseer, Well, suggest that you 
read the story find out the final ending. 


delightful story from the abundant pen the author 
Bless This House which will certainly not detract 
from her reputation one England’s best authors. 
few passages dealing with supernatural powers call 
for strong imagination, but remember this fiction. 
Possibly bit beyond comprehension for teen-agers, 
but suitable and entertaining for all. 

John Cullen, 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Love 


Troyat, Henri 
Simon Schuster. July 31, 


Translated Lily Duplaix. 
1956. 370p. $4.50. 
Written one France’s foremost novelists, Amélie 
Love introduces American readers The Seed and 
the Fruit, series related novels which have been 
planned the author chronicle family life over 
the last forty years. Simple and charming its ap- 
peal, this beautiful and tender story young girl 
love certain leave the distaff side its audience 
anxiously awaiting the rest these novels, two more 
which have already appeared France. 


July, 1912, but not difficult, through the eye 
this keen storyteller, visualize the houses and 
streets, and breathe the distinctive air 
peasant community that Jerome Aubernat 
home and blacksmith shop from which partially 
supports his wife Maria, and their two children, Amélie 
and Denis. His meager earnings are supplemented 
the income derived from the shop run Maria with 
the help her seventeen-year-old daughter. 


quiet and innocent girl, strongly attached 
her family, and for all her attractive beauty not con- 
cerned with the local swains. Hence comes 
tremendous surprise her parents when Jean Eyrolles, 
the son the leading citizens the village, asks for 
her hand. public announcement the 
engagement, plans are made for the wedding take 
place early the following year. the meantime, 
however, the rather sudden death her mother brings 
decided change Amélie, especially when Pierre 
Mazalaigue returns from Paris order take over his 
deceased father’s wineshop. Suddenly swept off her 
feet this debonair cosmopolite, Amélie breaks off 
with Jean and tells her father that she has inten- 
tions ever getting married. not long thereafter, 
however, that she won over Pierre who, having 
sold his business, sets out for Paris with his youthful 


bride. 


Paris, for all its gayety and glamor, somewhat dis- 
illusioning the young bride, particularly since her 
husband’s job salesman for floor covering concern 
takes him away from home quite frequently. Finally 
yielding his wife’s pleas buy business his own, 
Pierre, (much Amélie’s disappointment first), 
opens café very run-down and shoddy neighbor- 


158 
hood. But closeness her husband all that Amélie 
yearns for; and her job cashier the café helps 
bring her the happiness she much desires. Her life 
gradually becomes more idyllic until Pierre called 
the colors soon World War breaks out. Amélie 
returns her father’s home and there gives birth 
her first born, Elizabeth Maria. 


The work expert and true artist, Amélie Love 
possesses warmth that not easy come many 
novels these days. The author knows his country in- 
timately and adept recreating his scenes and 
bringing them life and reality. His people are flesh 
and blood characters who are vitally alive and not 
immediately forgotten. Sensitively observant man’s 
many moods and outlooks, Amélie Love takes 
mature outlook his actions. Understood this 
way, some its observations and narrative should not 
necessarily prove shocking the adult reader. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Coles, Manning The Far Traveller 
Doubleday. July 19, 1956. 224p. $3.00. 


The author Brief Candles and Happy Returns sup- 
poses that young Rhenish Graf, who was drowned 
with his wife and his man-servant 1869, returns 
his ancestral home the present order obtain 
acknowledgment his wife from the existing heirs. 
other words, this ghost story. But the young 
Graf peculiar ghost—likewise, his man Franz—be- 
cause solid enough flesh when wants and 
can also will dematerialize himself into invisible 
“presence.” 

Adopting the name Reisenfern, the ghostly young 
Graf arrives the hilltop Schloss Grauhugel while 
British movie company filming story based the 
young Graf’s life told the present heir, Sigmund. 
The leading man conveniently suffers accident and 
the ghostly Graf succeeds landing the part. and 
Franz play tricks and good deeds using their 
amazing ability volatilize. But everything directed 
one end: Caecelie, who had been Heidelberg 
tavern-keeper’s daughter before Graf von Grauhugel 
ran away and married her, must accepted right- 
ful Grafin and buried the side her husband. 
After all, they had been married only two days when 
both were drowned, and Franz, too, was drowned try- 
ing save them. 

Fantastic but fun, The Far Traveller should make 
good movie about making movie. 


St. Pierre, Michel 

Dutton. July 253p. $3.50. 
Michel St. Pierre newcomer the American 
public, since this the first his novels trans- 
lated for publication this side the Atlantic. But 
well-known France author several novels, 
some which have been made into motion pictures. 


The Aristocrats comes down being analysis the 
Marquis Maubrun, father six sons and one daugh- 
ter; and study the entire Maubrun family. The 


The Aristocrats 


Coles St. Pierre Seifert 


Best 


Marquis some ways still believes the “divine right 
the nobility” and spends good deal his time 
reading and re-reading the works Saint Simon 
order saturate himself with this idea. his family, 
the Marquis regards his authority granted God 
and demands complete submission that authority, 
his children and others seems tyrant. The 
children are torn between the Marquis’ “old-fashioned” 
ideas and the modern world. The bond which unites 
them family and holds them together not, 
ever, mutual love for one another, but for the chateau, 
the house which represents all them the 
racy which each jealously holds to. 


St. Pierre shows competent mastery his 
background and skill establishing the identity and 
individuality his characters. The conflict tradi- 
tion and change, the question the natural eminence 
class born rule, long study oblige 
such this may not prove agreeable the taste 
the average American; but superb translation recom- 
mends this character study discriminating readers. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 


Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Seifert, Shirley Let Name Stand Fair 
Lippincott. July 414p. $3.95. 


With reputation for usually turning out workmanlike 
and readable historical novels the American scene, 
Shirley Seifert gives her latest book which, though 
vague spots, lives her reputation. Using the 
Revolutionary War background, Miss Seifert tells the 
story Caty (Catherine) Greene, wife the famous 
Nathaniel Greene, regarded many historians 
Washington’s second-in-command and surely major 
factor the Revolution. 


Using double flashback technique, Miss Seifert begins 
with Caty’s childhood Block Island and semi 
stern, emotion-repressed rearing solitude until sent 
her aunt the mainland. Their Caty developed 
into gay, laughing, vivacious and charming girl, inso 
far New England mores permitted, and culminated 
her sketchy education marrying Nat Greene shortly 
before the War. 


Nat Greene was solid and rising young citizen, 
aspiring ironmaster with his own furnace and 
Avid for learning and frivolous, (he danced), that 
had been expelled from Quaker Meeting, was 
not only excellent catch for Caty but also her one 
true love. Their marriage was complicated the 
beginning the Revolution. took Nat from her side 
and left her under the depressing control his sober 
brothers. But some wile other Caty always 
aged join Nat, whether before Boston, New York 
New Jersey, Valley Forge, the South. She 
was his side whenever possible. And all times 
she charmed and encouraged the great and the small 
the Continental Army. times Nat was suspicious 
her flirtations; times Caty suspected Nat 
ing her only because her resemblance earliet 
flame; times they quarreled; but most frequently they 
were devoted—Caty Nat and Nat the Revolution 


For 
priety 

which 

with 
and 


bases 
that 
for all 


Bell, 
Macmill: 
This sa: 
Barrow- 
enough 
achiever 
Olive 
voted 
wants 
lian. 
strangers 


With 
happenir 
strange 
lows 
And the 


nouemen 


Josephine 
her fir: 
she conti 
reader. 


Verdict: 


Ransome 
Doubleday 


Jackie 
was obvic 
was stabb 
swamp 
the 
Bradford— 
who was 

blackmaili 
who want 
deputy 
aw: 
Somewhat 
teader the 
clue seeker 


right 
time 
amily, 
God 

The 
oned” 
unites 
ateau, 
ristoc- 


and 
tradi- 
oblige 
lers. 


Fair 


anlike 
scene, 
hough 
the 
the 
amous 


begins 

semi- 
eloped 
shortly 


en, 
mmet. 
that 
was 
one 
the 
side 
York 
She 
times 
small 
picious 
earliet 
they 


1956 


For one man alone does Miss Seifert have Caty express 
something more than normal friendship: between 
George Washington and Caty she invents 
restrained love, never overstepping the bounds pro- 
priety and easily concealed beneath the reverence 
which all paid the commander-in-chief. The story ends 
with Nat’s death their Georgia plantation just 
and Caty were attaining marital life, leaving Caty 
carry alone. 


Without vouching for the historical accuracy the 
bases for Caty Greene’s characterization, one can say 
that this readable book and one that seems suitable 
for all classes readers. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Bell, Josephine Death Retirement 
Macmillan. July 10, 1956. 208p. $2.75. 

This same author wrote the acclaimed Bones the 
Barrow—which this reviewer has not been fortunate 
enough read. her latest splendid 
achievement mood, atmosphere and character. 


Olive Clayton has returned England after many de- 
voted years medical missionary work India. She 
wants quiet retirement, shared with her niece, Gil- 
lian. But plans marriage. becomes 
necessary for Doctor Clayton share her home with 
strangers, order make ends meet. 


With the entry the Weavers strange things begin 
happening Brambles Cottage. dog dies under 
strange circumstances. And then there quickly fol- 
lows murder and suicide (which could murder). 
And the story rolls startling but plausible de- 
nouement. 


Josephine Bell gifted story teller. Her second 
mystery strong evidence that the talent she revealed 
her first mystery was flash the hope 
exercise her skill for mystifying the 
reader. 


Verdict: Top notch performance. 


Ransome, Stephen The Men Her Death 
Doubleday. July 19, 1956. 189p. $2.75. 

Jackie Burrows—Durboro—etc. (she had many aliases) 
was obviously slated for violent death. When she 
was stabbed many times and her body left Florida 
swamp the problem was relatively simple one! Which 
the men her life was the man her death? Matt 
Bradford—in whose home Jackie was murdered and 
who was carrying illicit love affair with the 
blackmailing schemer? Doug Bradford, Matt’s son, 
who wanted marry Jackie? Earl Porter, the police 
deputy investigating the murder who was 
Phillips, with whom Jackie was planning 
away? The mysterious midnight caller? 


Somewhat early this potential challenge the 
teader there obvious tip which any perceptive 


clue seeker will fall over. From then the reader 
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merely curious see the author tried pull red 
herring across the obvious trail. 


Verdict: Flat and predictable. 


Ferrars, Haven’t Seen Her Lately 
Doubleday. July 186p. $2.75. 


The concern her former fiancé, Martin Andras, for 
the good health her aunt, Violet Gamlen 
sets Helen Gamlen searching for the old girl. Oddly 
enough, she finds Aunt Violet very easily—very much 
alive. But some strangely agitated goings-on Helen 
has quite problem her hands: trying decide 
who’s doing what and whom! 


Ferrars concentrates mixing rather determinedly 
odd group people very quiet English country- 
side setting (although other locales are used for great 
deal the action). There’s Mignon Colliver, sister 
Elvin (husband Violet) who fake medium con- 
vinced she’s having real contact with the other world. 
Elvin had been married twice before met Violet; 
both his former wives died questionable circum- 
stances. young man, Thomas Dreydel, thinks his 
fiancée has been “done in” and he’s determined find 
the culprit. The stew flavorsome one and Ferrars 
has mixed well. 


Verdict: Tricky and intriguing. 


Mole, William Small Venom 
Dodd, Mead. July 23, 1956. 215p. $2.95. 


Rather consistently, the mystery fan can depend the 
Red Badge Detective novels high caliber 
quality. This third novel William Mole case 
point. 

effective and innocuous-looking man 
drops person who leading publicly blame- 
less life. But the visitor has been able observe 
perfectly innocent episode and put upon vicious 
and vile interpretation. return for his silence 
willing accept relatively modest sum money. 
return for this blackmail payment promises never 
appear again. good his promise: seeks 
further payment, merely new victims. 


How Casson Duker, crime merchant with penchant 
for unveiling the corrupt and criminal, and Inspector 
Strutt the Yard combine their talents bring the 
criminal the hangman’s noose cleverly compli- 
cated but dramatically plausible plot presented with 
skill and style. 

Verdict: Morbidly intriguing! 


IT’S ELECTION YEAR 


Larson, Arthur Republican Looks His Party 
Harper. July 204p. $2.95. 

Republican strategy and tactics the 1952 election 
campaign were geared almost exclusively the Eisen- 
hower personality. The President’s illness and the 
fearful prospect that might, the last minute, have 
replaced stand-in much lesser popularity, 
has the party chieftains thinking more terms pro- 
grams than personalities for 1956. Nowhere the 
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switch more evident than the opening lines Under- 
secretary Labor Arthur 
primer, Republican Looks His Party. Mr. Larson 
asks: 
there distinct and coherent political movement, 
which President Eisenhower the architect and embodiment 
but which capable existence and growth independent 
him—a political philosophy with clear set principles 
and objectives, which one might perhaps call the New 
Republican?” 
There such movement, Mr. Larson says, and 
thereupon defines, defends, codifies, and coalesces the 
principles and practices New Republicans typified 
the Eisenhower administration the last four years. 


New Republicans said encompass all the views 
the Administration whether these views are held 
Republicans, Democrats Independents. Against New 
Republicans which author Larson terms “the authentic 
American center,” the Opposition, the 1896 1936 
school thought particular point. 


ninety-six was against labor; 1936 was against 
business. This Administration against neither, for 
both. Eighteen ninety-six mistrusted the Federal gov- 
ernment; 1936 mistrusted the state governments. This 
Administration mistrusts neither while assigning each 
its full role.” Balance the watchword New Re- 
publicanism, and this balance—more often referred 
which has resulted the discovery the “American 
Consensus” the “authentic American center,” where 
the “best” and most positive portions contending 
ideologies are merged into harmonious working 
arrangement. 

Thus New Republicans can champion the extension 
unemployment insurance, and the same time, urge 
reduction corporate dividend tax. can sponsor 
government road-building project while waging 
relentless campaign get government out business. 
can back increased social security benefits while 
negotiating the return the tidelands oil properties 
the states. can sanction minimum wage in- 
crease and restore the power business private enter- 
prise. New Republicanism realizes, Mr. Larson 
cannily points out, that “in chess—the 
man who holds the center, holds position almost 
unbeatable strength.” 

New Republicanism very like Old Republicanism 
the starchy sanctimoniousness with which views itself. 
concluding chapter—recapitulation principles leads 
off with: “We begin acknowledging reverently the 
existence God order, justice and love.” they 
Has there ever been any question about it? 
One cannot help but think they “do protest too much.” 
Republican Looks His Party will enjoy wide 
circulation among people who vote their convictions 
regardless party affiliation. sure, not everyone 
will look the Republican party and see eye eye 
with Mr. Larson. But even those who are predisposed 
dismiss the book “propaganda” will come away 
from the reading with their own views much clearer 


perspective. Not few will find the “propaganda” 
potent and effective. 

Arthur North, 

The Daily News, 

New York, New York 


Donovan 
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Donovan, Robert Eisenhower: The Inside Story 
Harper. July 2,1956. 423p. $4.95. 


This book received excellent advance publicity because 
Congressional committees had been denied access 
the presidential files which were opened exclusively for 
the writing this friendly semi-official history 
the very friendly New York Herald 
Tribune. This book part the Republican 
year propaganda. Robert Donovan excellent 
fessional newspaperman however, and good deal 
information included that will supply the Democrats 
also with campaign ammunition. 


The time covered from the post-election preparatory 
meetings the Hotel Commodore New York the 
decision Eisenhower run again spite the 
heart-attack. Scattered throughout are little bits 
colorful information heretofore undisclosed. all 
knew, for example, that Eisenhower persistently refused 
combat Senator McCarthy’s attacks his own ad- 
ministration, but until now were not informed that 
this refusal fight was coupled with great contempt 
and dislike Eisenhower for McCarthy’s methods and 
motives. For the first time learn that Eisenhower 
was disgusted with some Republican Congressmen 
that contemplated bolting the Republican form 
third party. 


Democrats will relish the many incidents lack 
presidential control over his top subordinates. When 
Benson announced February, 1954, that the support 
price for dairy products would drop from ninety 
seventy-five percent parity the following April Ist, 
the fifteen percent reduction took place scheduled, 
spite the President’s arguments that the drop was 
too sharp. direct contradiction 
views, Mitchell Secretary Labor was allowed 
indorse the Ives equal-employment opportunity bill, 
which granted enforcement powers the federal 
ernment. Adams, presidential chief-of-staff, actually 
shapes many domestic and political questions that 
Presidential endorsement mere formality. one 
important appointment question, Adams said two 
department heads, “Either make your minds else 
tell and will it. must not bother the 
President with this.” June 30, 1953, Eisenhower 
signed housing and defense production bills that had 
been prepared sloppily and hastily that neither 
nor Shanley, his chief aide such matters, had had 
time check the bills carefully. 


Among the interesting facts presented the revelation 
that, contradictory earlier official announcements, 
eleven hours elapsed from the time that 
physician was certain that the President had had 
heart attack until member the President’s political 
staff was truthfully informed. 


This book will major part the election yeat 
controversies, and will quoted both sides. 
addition, long after the election over, the book will 
critical review the period. 
Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 


Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 
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Mooney, Booth The Lyndon Johnson Story 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. July 23,1956. 178p. $3.75. 
Had not been for severe coronary attack, Lyndon 
lohnson, the forty-eight-year-old senator from Texas, 
might very well the running for the Presidency 
this year the Democratic Party slate and with 
good chance winning. For, even making the neces- 
sary discount for enthusiasm the author for his sub- 
ject, Lyndon Johnson exceptional and exception- 
ally able politician. man who accepts his re- 
sponsibility representative the people his 
State and his nation and who works fulfilling that 
responsibility. has proved also not only 
capable, but leader who can get dissident elements 
work together get things done. Johnson started out 
school-teacher, from Texas farm family, and 
plunged into politics the age twenty-eight when 
won election representative from his district. 
Very much junior the House, set about learn- 
ing the business politics; and seems have 
learned well, and gone learning. Whether 
not this book intended election-year cam- 
paign aid not, should prove valuable stimu- 
lating and inspiring biography contemporary who 
seems embody most the qualities one looks for 
congressman representative the representative 
government which the basis our republic. could 
well recommended for the reading high-school 
juniors and seniors, well for that all adult 
voters. 


THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE 


Oldham, New Hope Africa 
Longmans, Green. June 102p. $1.75. 

This volume introduction the objectives the 
Capricorn Africa Society—a group containing members 
the various races inhabiting East Central Africa. 
The members this Society believe that the optimum 
solution the area’s problems would the creation 
multiracial society with equal opportunity for all. 


Thus, the members this Society reject continued 
white domination exclusive Negro nationalism 
solutions the race problem. They reject white domi- 
nation because they not believe the white race has 
any inherent superiority, and because continuation 
white supremacy the area not feasibl without 
severe repressive policies. They reject the solution 
exclusive Negro nationalism because many whites and 
Asiatics have been settled the area for several gen- 
erations. more pragmatic argument for the rejection 
exclusive Negro nationalism stems from the assump- 
tion that the further development the area would 
retarded due the scarcity technical and managerial 
skills among the Negroes. 


The two principal foundations the policy the 
Capricorn Africa Society are the abolition racial dis- 
and the maintenance and extension 
standards. the view the Society, the 
abolition racial discrimination involves the creation 
African patriotism. This does not exist 
today, but must created. The Society has three 
contributions make toward the creation such 
Patriotism: (1) reduction the fears besetting the 
members the various races; (2) assistance the 
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passage legislation reduce the color barrier; and 
(3) promotion face face discussions common 
problems between the members the various races. 


Oldham puts the emphasis the civic side the 
maintenance and extension civilization rather than 
the technical artistic sides. The necessary goals 
toward which the Society must work this respect are 
the founding regime law combined with im- 
partial justice; inculcation belief the supreme 
importance the individual; and, particular im- 
portance multiracial society, emphasis high 
standards courtesy the relations between members 
the different races. 


One the more immediate goals the Society the 
creation common electoral rolls, combination with 
restrictive franchise. the time this book was writ- 
ten, citizenship committees the Society were dis- 
cussing type and extent the limitations the fran- 
chise, Oldham does not say just what qualifications 
were desireable. 


The book very interesting short survey highly 
complex group problems. one sense heart- 
ening survey, since indicates that some Africa are 
trying break out the rigidity and hopelessness that 
characterize much discussion the problems. How- 
ever, should noted that the Capricorn Africa So- 
ciety still somewhat embryonic, and its accomplish- 
ments, any, belong the future. 


John Gorman, Ph.D., 
Washington, 


Villari, Luigi 

Italian Foreign Policy Under Mussolini 
Devin-Adair. May 1956. 396p. $6.00. 
Octogenarian Dr. Villari, half English, honest 
and jealously loyal friend the late dictator, Benito 
Mussolini. Most the forty years Villari’s career 
were spent the diplomatic service Duce’s gov- 
ernment. His book makes pretensions presenting 
detached, objective, impartial account the Italian 
foreign policy during that time. may, course, 
too soon write the history that era. Many im- 
sources are not yet available; probably the 
most essential documents held Mussolini, includ- 
ing his extensive correspondence with Sir 
Churchill, have vanished. 


value Dr. Villari’s description the material 
weakness Italy and his detailed revelation the 
inner feebleness Mussolini and his diplomatic corps. 
Italy has never been able independent big 
Power; but has been compelled rather huge 
beggar, with few natural resources, (only mercury and 
sulphur are mined large quantity), with little capital 
wealth distribute among forty million people, and 
the misfortune, one may put that way, late 
start her colonial expansion. Mussolini found im- 
possible stand alone, even when 1936 Italy had 
conquered Ethiopia and might have had chance 
achieving some degree economic independence. Feel- 
ing uncomfortable with Italy’s traditional friend, Eng- 
land, and with her enemies, France and Germany, Mus- 
solini nevertheless joined Hitler gambling venture, 
War. Italy lost. Why? Dr. Villari explains: lack 
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equipment, raw materials, industrial products, in- 
sufficiency supplies, want airplanes defend 
Italian cities open bombardment. And Germany 
only niggardly met Italian needs. 


Dr. Villari does not explain why he, who knew the 

United States and Great Britain very well, failed 

impress Mussolini the overwhelming superiority 

combined American and British resources and indus- 

tries compared with that even high speed war- 
paced Germany. 


More appalling Dr. Villari’s impressive account the 
inability Mussolini’s regime, its blunders and weak- 
nesses. had pay very dearly for his lack 
intelligent knowledge Central European and, indeed, 
world affairs. page 256 presented surprising 
piece Italian diplomacy’s geopolitical ignorance, 
which recommended the Western Powers that Nazi 
Germany given free hand the East, course 
with the foregone conclusion that Hitler could and 
would capture all the vast resources Soviet Russia 
Europe and Asia. “This would keep Germany busy,” 
says Dr. Villari, “for fifty years, leaving the West and 
enter the minds Italian diplomats the regime that 
after, even during those fifty years, Germany, ex- 
ploiting these resources, would strong and im- 
pregnable that power combination powers 
would able stand against her. 
1937 the spirit the pristine Giovinezza 1922 had 
dissipated. The elite the Fascio Combattimento 
1919 had grown old and flabby. Even the many 
foreign friends the Italian nationalism feared alli- 
ance between Duce and Der Fuehrer, believing that 
Nazism would pervert and destroy Fascism. 


Dr. Villari probably right dividing responsibility 
for the final fatal decision this “great predicament” 
among the King Italy, the government and the people. 
May and June 1940 hopes were high that the war 
would short duration and Mussolini felt that Italy 
must not arrive after “the table was cleared.” 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 

The Last Hurrah 15, 
Thing Beauty (1) Cronin June 
The Mandarins (IV) Beauvoir 
Andersonville (IIb) Kantor Nov. 
Single Peeble (Ila) Hersey June 15, ’56 
Imperial Woman (IIb) Buck 
Auntie Mame (IIa) Dennis Oct. 15, 
Walk the Wild Side (IV) Algren June 
The Rosemary Tree Goudge June ’56 
Lucy Crown (IIb) Shaw Apr. 
Charmed Circle Ertz July 

NON-FICTION 
The Birth Britain Churchill 
Arthritis and Common Sense Alexander 
Eisenhower: The Inside Story Donovan Aug. 
Love Perish (Ila) Blanton Feb. 
Guestward Ho! (1) Dennis May 15, 
Gift from the Sea (Ila) Lindbergh 


Hutchison 


Best AUGUST 
wanted some the spoils; and was, also, afraid was 
did not give France (and the Allies) “stab efforts 
back,” Germany would immediately invade Italy. 
temptation fatten the already almost before 
France proved irresistible. Mussolini hoped get excellent 
area between the Alps and the Rhone Valley, with} dents 
Nice, Corsica, the Djibuti railway, and good chunks famous 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and good position which 
through the French shares the Suez the Scorp 
him then though the Mare Nostrum slogan were shot 
easily become fact. The 
The war against France lasted only three days, 
June June 23, 1940. Mussolini had not Truc 
that the war against the Allies would continue for 
other five years and that, when was over, Italy the part 
have lost everything she had gained through failure 
century painful effort. though 
Dr. Villari probably best when describing the 
which Mussolini tried match his feeble 
with Hitler’s rash and dynamic policies, his 
and wrong-headed strategy, abrupt decisions, 
actions and unexpected reversals. Duce would, 
the beginning any plan, help situation develop; 
then when reached its logical and inevitable 
sion, always dangerous form, Mussolini would find 
alarmed, even aghast the “unwise actions” Her 
Hitler, when the Nazis marched into Austria 
1938, and later into Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Holland, Belgium, Rumania; and finally declared war 
Poland. Mussolini agreed with these acts ten 
ciple, according Villari, but wanted the war 
poned fer three four years, since reckoned Italy 
would ready take part only 1943, not 

For all its being one-sided account critical period 
recent history, students well-acquainted with thet 
period will find the book interest, only the 
count man who was actively engaged the 
ntonin Kalina, Ph.D., 
Lakewood, Ohio Overstreet 
Norton. 
Hutchison, (Commander, USNR) without 
Devin-Adair. June 14, 1956. 199p. $3.50. 
Among all the world’s trouble spots the human und 
borders the moment seem most likely erupt page, 
full scale war. have become used reading 
daily about small border clashes which are generally 
assumed the United States have resulted from have 
Arab incursions into Israeli territory. When Decem bes 
ber 12, 1955, Israel carried out well planned attack 
upon Syria near Lake Tiberias and was roundly 
demned the United Nations Security Council 
such flagrant violation the Armistice 
the Jewish nation defended its action single reprisd 
for Syrian interference with Israeli fishermen The 
lake and the many other Arab incursions. 
Such explanation is, however, most and 
the author Violent Truce. For Commander 
( 


ison served American naval representative the 
Palestine Truce Supervisory Organization and 
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was witness Israeli’s continuous and less publicized 
probe Arab defenses and keep the border 
Thus she would display her military strength 
before her neighbors. this book have series 
excellent on-the-spot reports the many border inci- 
dents during the years 1951 1955, including such 
ones the Israeli destruction Kibga Village 
which fifty-three Arabs were brutally wonded and 
the Scorpion Pass bus incident which eleven Israeli’s 
were shot death. 


The author furthermore realistically evaluates the 
eration extended Israel and the Arab nations the 
Truce Group its efforts keep the peace. 
Commander Hutchison reports continual distress 
the part his associates resulting from Israel’s 
cooperate with the organization even 
though the was responsible for Israel’s existence 
anation. This failure cooperate was dramatically 
the Scorpion Pass bus incident. During 
the investigation, Israel demanded that Jordan found 
immediately instigating the attack, but Hutch- 
insisted had evidence support such 
charge. The result was Israeli refusal further 
cooperate with the body. This added immeasurably 
the UN’s and Commander Hutchison’s difficulties. But 
has not been induced write his account the 
border situation merely from motive revenge. Rather 
has presented honest, factual account the 
which will not please Zionist groups but which, 
nevertheless, should widely read those interested 
the facts about the military aspects recent Arab- 
tensions—tensions which may yet set off the 


holocaust World War III. 
Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 


Department Government, 
The University Texas, 
Austin 12, Texas 


MIND AND OTHER MATTERS 


Overstreet, Harry and Bonaro 


The Mind Goes Forth 
Norton. July 16, 1956. 384p. $3.95. 


This book that cannot imagine anyone reading 
without profit. hard classify adequately. 
might called practical psychology, but this term fails 
justice the warmth, sincerity and depth 
human understanding and love that breathe its every 
page. 


The co-authors are both educators long experience 
have number books independently. 
best known is, perhaps, The Mature Mind. 
onaro known for Courage and Crisis and she co- 
with Harry previously, The Mind 
heir present work manifests such deep unity 
and feeling that becomes difficult 
that the book has co-authors. 


The theme the book the way which the will 
can create conditions that make life spa- 
and rewarding experience. The thesis that 
ere are experiments, self-disciplines and adventures 
mind and spirit that properly belong the 
self-understanding and interpersonal and 


Overstreet Graves 


group understanding. This provides the threefold divi- 
sion the book. 


However, this abstract analysis scarcely does honor 
the many profound insights, observations, anecdotes 
and wealth wisdom many fields that the authors 
bring their study the complex creature that 
man and man the context social life. Provocative 
analyses are afforded the reader every area human 
existence. Knowledge viewed “psychic space 
maker.” Its permeative, creative force portrayed 
way that would have given joy the classical idealists 
without succumbing any pure subjectivism. The role 
gratitude, forgiveness and sympathy are presented 
well-rounded fashion that leaves the reader with 
the feeling that the authors are people who truly under- 
stand whereof they speak and whose friendship would 
great gift anyone fortunate enough know 
them. 


the interpersonal context, life-roles, religion, freedom 
and maturity are studied way that sees the element 
truth and goodness every error but leaves 
doubt the direction wherein lies man’s happiness. 
the public domain the two destructive tendencies 
factionalism and “psychological brow-beating” are laid 
bare the framework our American civil and social 
life. Again the insights are completely sound; the 
suggestions are always valuable and the tone con- 
sistently positive and creative. full awareness 
the shortcomings and even malice many men, the 
general spirit the authors that faith, hope and 
love. They feel that our age characterized 
time when men have consciously taken the problem 
releasing life into the wide areas its potentialities. 
Each person enters into this redeeming work being 
the kind person whose presence others are less 
driven back into themselves, less often inclined fight 
and flight, and creating the conditions society that 
people the chance what they have them 
be. 


the book has any defects—and the authors would 
the first admit the partiality and limitation any 
human achievement—it is, perhaps, the eyes this 
reviewer, that there explicit relating human 
goodness, creativity and love the Source all that 
loveable and creative. However, perhaps, theirs 
the better approach considering the diversity their 
potential readers, for the sincere believer will easily 
make the link and the half-hearted and indifferent will 
led along gentle fashion understand the need 
for the search the Exemplar whose created image 
handled here reverently. Consequently this book 
must for all those capable reflective thought and 
especially those who think that they not need it. 


Edward Sponga, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Graves, Robert 


The Crowning Privilege, Collected Essays 
Poetry 
Doubleday. July 5,1956. 311p. $5.00. 


The American edition The Crowning Privilege con- 


tains all the essays published the English edition 
(Cassell, 1955), plus selection essays from The 
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Common Asphodel (Hamilton, 1949). The book 
divided three sections: (1) The Clark Lectures, 
sponsored Trinity College, Cambridge; (2) Various 
Essays Poetry; and (3) Potpourri Attempts in- 
volving Tom o’Bedlam, Nietzsche, Coleridge, Words- 
worth, Keats, Shelley, Incretius and Jeans, Swinburne, 
Milton, What the Poet Sees, and the Asphodel. After 
six paragraphs tedious trivia about the asphodel, 
Robert Graves concludes his essay (and the book) with 
the most ingenuous remark the year: think that 
this quite enough about asphodel.” 


Graves writes his poems for poets, then may 
said that writes his essays for professors or, perhaps, 
for essay-writers. The general public would not 
interested them, probably because Mr. Graves does 
not seem interested the general public. One 
gets the impression listening the well-phrased 
monolog erudite individualist who knows that 
talking well and cares little for any stupidly well- 
meant interruption. 


Whatever his subject may be—the economics the 
poetic profession, Dryden and Pope, John Clare and 
Wordsworth, Tennyson and Blake, professional stand- 
ards verse technique, the rhetorical sense vs. the 
poetic sense, the religious connection between poetry, 
smithcraft, and medicine, Mother Goose rhymes, Welsh 
poetry, the poet’s attitude toward his public, words 
the dictionary, theft, Cummings, Juana Asbaje, 
King Arthur, the debunking Yeats, Eliot, Auden, 
Thomas, and Pound—the Graves erudition present. 
perceptions, being particularly unkind Pope and 
Pound. (The essay “Dr. Syntax and Mr. Pound” 
ought find its way the desk every classics pro- 
fessor the country.) 


The “crowning privilege” the English poet, Mr. 
Graves explains, “his membership wholly anar- 
chic profession.” Utter individuality the badge. 
The man who goes for non-poetic activities, “such 
religious life which imposes ecclesiastical control 
his private thoughts,” would seem make poor 
poet. “Poor, tortured” Hopkins evidently made the 
mistake enrolling himself society, that 
found himself committed group action which 
did not individually approve. 


These essays were meant provocative. How 
intelligent, scholarly man can believe the nonsense 
writes about the White Goddess Inspiration she 
were real personal Muse and how can believe that 
everything (religion included) must subordinated 


poetry provoke me. 
Arthur MacGillivray, 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Senet, André Man Search His Ancestors 
McGraw-Hill. June 274p. $5.50. 


very readable book about biological evolution—read- 
able because was written good journalist equipped 
with solid scientific background. more than 
good journalism have started with the Piltdown 
hoax, all things. This story emphasizes the attitude 
humility, which should the basic virtue the 


Senet 


scientist. However, one hoax does not make 
make science, because science always making itself 
over anew, especially historical science, like that 
evolution. depends much the documents 
finds; and each new document may corroborate old 
theory cause the creation new one. 


was good journalism, again, start the second part 
the book with the Coelacanth, that primitive fish 
which has been the news the last couple 
Reversing the ordinary structure books this kind, 
which begin with remote and unfamiliar primitive 
animals and thus work Man, our author 
with Man creature great interest us) first, and 
then goes back Man’s far-off ancestors. traces 
the history fish, amphibian, reptile and bird. 
finally, deals with the origin life, and with such 
philosophical questions that purpose the bio 
logical world. 


general, this good book, not only literary 
way, but scientifically. Some technical criticisms, 
ever, are possible. For one thing, this book 
French. might well expected that book written 
Frenchman and French would pretty 
But overdoes it. This particularly true the 
realm archaeology. Here, gives only the French 
sequence, ignoring the work that has been done 
Africa, and the Far East. 


Particularly the field archaeology, there are 
ficulties translation. English means pre- 
sumably primitive tools, not stones which have been 
worked natural forces into tool-like forms. What 
call “flakes” are always “splinters” the 
tion—a quite different thing, since flake broad, 
thin piece flint possibly useful many ways, where. 
splinter would miscellaneous pointed object, 
useful for piercing possibly for picking teeth. Apart 
from this, flake tools form category, opposed 
core blade tools—the importance this distinction 
not brought out the book. 


important aspect the evolution the Primate 
poorly treated. Although the author aware 
the work George Gaylor Simpson poor analysis 
which given toward the end the book), stil 
insists what this reviewer considers false sequence 
the evolution the Primates. There are (both 
tant and fossil) roughly five kinds Primates—the 
class which Man belongs. These are: the 
the New World Monkeys, the Old World Monkeys, 
the Anthropoid Apes, and Man. studied thes 
forms only they existed, without regard for history, 
this would the order their evolution. This the 
order the author proposes. 


However, palaeontology gives its testimony, find 
that, the beginning the Age Mammals, the 
basic lines the great classes Primates were already 
laid down. Man and the Anthropoid Apes broke 
later from one these stems, but the 
lines were drawn. 


There are other, less basic, criticisms one could make. 
None them would obscure the fact that this book 
extremely enjoyable, and, the whole, accurate 
Even the diagrams and pictures are simple and graphic. 
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tions are perhaps too simple, the author the side 
the angels. The book ends ascending note, 


plus question mark. 
Franklin Ewing, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Brinton, Crane (ed.) 

The Portable Age Reason Reader (#63) 
Viking. July 628p. $2.50. 
The interest rightfully manifested today the 17th 
and 18th Centuries reflected another volume 
excerpts from that period. Rather than concentrating 
few key men this volume seeks show much 
the whole spectrum possible. This means that 
the excerpts had short and edited. Crane Brinton 
does the editing and authors are represented. his 
Introduction, Brinton outlines the characteris- 
happiness supplants the medieval ideal and faith 
Newton’s world machine replaces the traditional Chris- 
tion view. 


The book supplemented classified list further 
readings, biographical list the authors quoted 
and chronological table the important events 
War and Politics, Science, Philosophy and Explora- 
tion, Art and Leters from 1600 1800. 


The volume should give the reader the feel the 
pulse the 17th and 18th Centuries and afford induce- 
ment further study. But because the subject 
matter and method treatment many excerpts, the 
book recommended only for the discriminating reader. 


Edward Sponga, S.J., Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Burnett, Whit (editor) The Spirit Adventure 
Holt. June 448p. $5.00. 

This imposing volume made excerpts from the 
“famous writer-adventurers” and dedi- 
cated the proposition that live adventuresome 
life you must leave home. expressly rejects 
who was certain that long walk Sun- 
day and glass beer set one spiritually the com- 
Alexander, Captain Kidd and Cagliostro. 


Apart from this central theme—that every adventurer 
mentioned the book left home—the book has 
and mixture the modern and the old, 
and fiction, and ranges from the jungles Africa 
the craters the moon. Variety good but 
things mix truth with fiction. Huckleberry 
Don Quixote, Christopher Columbus and Peter 
(to pick random few who are prominent 
inthe book) seem queer bedfellows. 


Another defect the book that much 
with standard favorites. Excerpts from Alone 
Byrd), Youth (Joseph Conrad), Moby Dick 
Melville) and Annapurna (Maurice Herzog) 
make more than one-fifth the 448 pages. 


But this does not mean that the book not worth- 
good number the accounts are really fasci- 
well written and not well known. The normal 
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Brinton Burnett Eddy Morris 


reader will get great deal pleasure from this book 
and maybe little stimulation. 

James Ball, S.J., 

Buffalo, New York 


Eddy, Roger The Bulls and the Bees 
Crowell. July 16,1956. 178p. $3.00. 


would seem that autobiography justified for 
two reasons. First, the work written famous 
and/or important individual, learn considerable 
amount about his background, his development, and 
his thought processes; hence, the significance the 
individual justifies the biographical account. Secondly, 
ordinary individual can write interesting, enter- 
taining witty account his adventures, then the 
biography may approved because the value 
such qualities. 


Mr. Eddy’s quasi-autobiography—he concerned with 
describing his pre-college neither the 
above reasons recommend it. Although ap- 
parent that regards himself devilishly clever, 
writes events that are not particularly interesting. 
Among the “devilishly clever” incidents describes 
are: lassoing Republican woman’s club member 
outdoor tea party; learning about sex watching 
bull and heifer; seducing New Hampshire minister’s 
daughter; discussing the erotic adventures Irene, the 
family maid; taking gambling, and using two- 
headed coin for purposes profit. 


With James Thurber’s talent these occurrences might, 
least, entertaining; with Roger Eddy’s talent they 
are rather humdrum, invita Minerva. The principal 
weakness the book, then, simply that dull. 
addition the moral tone extremely low; one might 
more accurately remark that morality non-existent. 
His disrespect for honesty and common decency dis- 
maying. Apparently the predominant philosophy that 
Mr. Eddy practices and admires contains two tenets: 
the sole purpose life make much money 
possible, and dishonesty and amoral behavior are 
blameless one can perform them successfully 
they produce money for the individual. certainly 
fortunate that Mr. Eddy not teacher, for, whether 
realizes not, only two gods rest his pantheon 
—Machiavelli and Nietzche. 


This book not worthy any library the time 
any person. remarked the publisher that 
Mr. Eddy authority birds. One hesitates 
make the obvious slang remark, but hoped 
that Mr. Eddy more expert about birds than 
about the bulls and the bees. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Morris, Christopher 

Macmillan. July 10, 1956. 202p. $4.50. 
Mr. Morris Cambridge calls his study the Tudor 
monarchs, (Henry VII Elizabeth I), “Essay 
Personalities,” phrase good any, for this work 
neither history sixteenth-century England nor 
series biographical sketches. consists mainly 


The Tudors 
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166 Englebert Soderman Bourke-White 


reflection and comment upon the characters involved, 
their policies and activities, virtues and vices, successes 
and failures, the influence they exerted their own 
age and succeeding generations. 


After introductory chapter the cultural and 
political background the century, chapter de- 
voted each member the Tudor dynasty, Henry 
VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary, and Elizabeth 
The treatment scholarly and objective; none are 
painted perfect heroes complete villains; effort 
made evaluate their principles and conduct the 
light their own day. spite the brevity the 
work, the author gives fascinating and clear-cut pic- 
ture sixteenth-century England and manages make 
one feel the spirit the The chapter Edward 
tells little the unfortunate boy king, being 
devoted mostly the intrigues Somerset and Dud- 
ley. The old-fashioned English tradition adulation 
Elizabeth occasionally breaks through otherwise 
impartial account that monarch. 


The book presupposes considerable knowledge the 
period, will hardly appeal the average reader. 
But the author’s comments, reflections and judgments 
will prove stimulating anyone interested sixteenth- 
century English history literature. 


Francis Gallagher, S.J., 
University Scranton 


Englebert, Omer 

The Last the Conquistadors: Junipero 

Serra (1713-1784) 
Harcourt, Brace. May 24, 1956. 368p. $6.00. 
1927 the Congress the United States planned 
have each our forty-eight States choose two her 
most distinguished sons for commemoration the hall 
statuary the United States Capitol. California 
selected Junipero Serra one its two heroes, and 
stands today huge bronze, bearing aloft the figure 
Christ whose name brought much that golden 
land into the family civilized peoples. 
Omer Engelbert’s study the life and work Junipero 
Serra bears out the wisdom the choice. The Spanish 
missionary was the most singleminded men, intent 
bringing the blessings the gospel the wonder- 
fully well disposed Indians both Lower and Upper 
California. His life was constant struggle against the 
singular blindness the authoritarian and military 
mind embodied succession “king’s men” who 
strove undo all that Junipero and his fellow mis- 
sionaries were accomplishing for the natives. The 
whole chain missions from San Diego San Fran- 
cisco were purchased the same coin unwavering 
devotion the Indians who early had found their way 
into the hearts Serra and his companions. 


Omer Englebert writes unusual style which 
once betrays the advantages and pitfalls the scholar’s 
approach the biographical art. his earlier 
work St. Francis Assisi, his research 
oughness coverage the sources evident every 
page, and not merely the bibliography published 
the back the book. can only admire the patient 
that has gone into the preparation for this 
work. 


Best 


There such thing having too many facts. firy 
reading the life Junipero Serra does not 
clear image this pioneer, but rather 
confused picture goings and comings various 
personages, the complicated negotiations demande 
overlapping secular and religious authority. 
burden facts, names, dates, and places, makes 
heavy reading, but does eventuate conveying 
the magnitude the accomplishment the founde 
the California missions. The present book 
ous mature study the life Junipero Serra; should 
not mistaken for popular biography, although the 
sober account will not fail source inspiration 
those who appreciate nobility character. 


Brother John, 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia 41, 


Harry 
Funk July 16,1956. 388p. $5.00. 


Sub-titled Gallery Friends ani 
Felons,” this absorbingly interesting autobiography 
exceptional detective who died suddenly Tan 
gier during March this year. Born Sweden, 
was the son the sheriff north county 
township and began his career bicycling actos 
Europe and into Asia, then succeeded 
apprenticeship under Edmond Locard, the 
Locard, learned police science, then still 
its infancy, and developed great deal that 
later himself. Long before his death, 
internationally known and respected. was one 
the original members the International Police 
ciation and helped reestablish that body after Worl 
War II. 


account his experiences with crime 
criminals far more fascinating than any fictional 
tective story; marked, too, deep human sym 
pathy and sound Christian principles. The 
himself warns his more squeamish readers the chap 
ter sex crimes; but adult could take offense 
the author’s careful reticence treating even 
distasteful and ugly crimes and aberrations. 


Bourke-White, Margaret (Photographs) 
Farge, John, S.J. (Text) 

Report the American Jesuits 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. July 23,1956. 237p. $4.50. 


This book distinction grand climax the 
tian Year. not history St. Ignatius’ Order, the 
Society Jesus, but Report only part it, the 
American Jesuits. The combined, expert efforts 
Farge’s lucid prose, Miss Bourke-White’s 
ing photographs, and the publishers’ brilliant 
manship result handsome volume. 


Fr. Farge chronicles the thrilling contribution 
Jesuits the American Community two parts. Firs, 
reports the Origins the Order and its beginning 
America. These two chapters supply the 
background for appreciative understanding 
Jesuit’s place history, especially 
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His charmingly erudite style does justice the global 
history neatly capsuled forty pages. 


Part Two reports the program training for Jesuits and 


their program Jesuits. This informative section re- 
yeals the myriad-faceted character the Jesuit and his 
mission, notably Education. splendid chapter 
the Jesuit Brother will introduce many readers this 
member St. Ignatius’ Order. There 
also chapters the American Jesuit Missions 


abroad well the activities the Jesuit home 


America. 

This book will appeal all readers. Miss Bourke- 
White remarks the Note she appends the text, 
will like exploring whole new world.” 


Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Von Matt, Leonard and Hugo Rahner 

St. Ignatius Loyola 
Regnery. July 31, 1956. 106 pages text; 226 pages 
photographs. $6.50. 


fitting volume mark the four hundredth 


anniversary the death Saint Ignatius Loyola, 


founder the Jesuits, this volume striking photo- 
gaphs, exceptionally well reproduced, illustrating 
excellent short biography the soldier-saint. well 
text and illustrations complement each other that 
difficult decide whether Father Rahner’s biog- 


guided the photographer, the photographer’s 
brilliant camera-biography set the pace for the text. 


leonard von Matt artist with camera, any 


who have seen the two previous volumes this beauti- 
fully printed and bound series will admit. The volume 


St. Pius and that St. Francis Assisi were 
literally illuminating. The present volume seems 
this reviewer even more striking and successful than 
previous ones. Short making leisurely tour 


the scenes Ignatius’ life, this generous collection 


photographs illumines the account his extraordi- 
nary life more vividly than any literary description 


could possibly so. 


The outline Ignatius Loyola’s life are familiar 
enough most readers. The metamorphosis from gay 
dashing soldier dedicated scholar and inspired 
one the most effective instruments 
counter the divisive influences the Reformation and 
the author one the most influential spiritual books 
times great and thrilling story. Father Rah- 
concise yet penetrating summary this life seems 
fresh even one, who has read more than dozen 
biographies Ignatius. Jesuit professor 
Innsbruck, has written text which needs special 
since the photographs will, their 
and clarity, tend overshadow it. For the 
one can only say the work superb. 
landscapes, corners buildings, interiors, monuments, 
paintings are all sharply focus, carefully com- 
beautifully lighted. Such details pair 
sandals, helmet and gauntlet, single oak tree, 
the creased diploma from the University Paris, 
hand seal, flowers before shrine Our Lady 
part the pictorial biography with affecting 
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The Henry Regnery Company deserves special meed 
thanks for publishing this English translation 
handsome book originally published NZN Buch- 
verlag, Zurich, and also now available French, Italian 
and Dutch editions, well special German 
edition published West Germany. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 


Add the growing list publishing houses which are 
entering the paper-backed reprint listings the Oxford 
University Press which has just issued the first three 
its new Galaxy Books. The first title Colling- 
wood’s The Idea History, first published 1946, 
excellent handbook historiography which will 
welcomed students, (GB-1, $1.75; Ila) 
Shaw’s translation The Odyssey Homer, con- 
sidered many the best many versions, the 
second title, (GB-2, $1.50; I), but still somewhat 
high-priced when compared with the Mentor and Pen- 
guin translations Wright Mills’ study the 
middle-class office-worker and salesman, White Collar, 
preceded his recently acclaimed The Power Elite and 
was worth reprinting, (GB-3, $1.75; 


Grove Press continues its Evergreen series with re- 
print the recent anthology American Literature 
Parody, edited Falk, but retitled The 
Antic Muse, (E-37, $1.45; cf. Best Sellers, May 15, 
1955) One Foot Eden collection poems 
Edwin Muir, one the more accomplished poets 
the day with the added recommendation being 
comprehensible well thoughtful, (E-38, $1.00; 
psychoanalyst, Listening With the Third Ear, first pub- 
lished eight years ago, will meat for the more serious 
reader with interest and some knowledge psy- 
chology, (E-34, $1.95; IIa). 

long list Bantam Books contains new edition 
Kenneth Dodson’s Away All Boats, (F-1415, $0.50; 
IIa), timed for the release the film version, and re- 
viewed here March 1954 Campaign Train 
The Gordons murder mystery set special train 
which presidential candidate touring; com- 
petent and clever, with good characterization, (1475, 
$0.25; William Herber’s Some Die Slow pits 
Private-Eye against mobster’s blackmail and extortion 
racket, with much violence and the police acting thick- 
skulled, (1476, $0.25; IIb) Ted Key’s popular car- 
toons around the character housemaid Hazel usual- 
fun; Here’s Hazel seems reprint the first 
collection, (1477, $0.25; Emily Hahn’s With 
Naked Foot, (1479, $0.25; IIb), pot-boiler about 
the white-man Africa Graham Greene’s novel 
1935, originally titled England Made reprinted 
here The Shipwrecked; neither “entertanment” 
nor serious “problem novel,” its disappointing study 
weak charmer with few principles, (A-1480, 
$0.35; IIb) There’s another western about the James 
brothers Will Henry’s The Raiders, (A-1481, $0.35; 
Henry also the author The Fourth Horse- 
man, (A-1482, $0.35; I), which sets cattlemen against 
sheepmen 1887 thereabouts The Great Short 
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stories John O’Hara, (A-1484, $0.35; errs mostly 


the title; only time can bestow the honorific 
but almost all the short, (many very short), stories 
are interesting and their own way point moral 
The list ends with reprints two Ross Santee’s 
reminiscences the Old West, and both are fine read- 
ing: Lost Pony Tracks, (F-1494, $0.50; and Apache 
Land, (F-1495, $0.50; I), will prove more absorbing 
than much the western fiction ground out month 
after month. 

the Ballantine Books for the month have How- 
ard Swiggett’s The Power and the Prize, reviewed 
Best Sellers June 1954, (150, $0.35; IIb) 
Halleran’s Blazing Border, (153, $0.35; I), about U.S. 
agent taking guns Juarez biography 
The Wright Brothers Fred Kelly, (155, $0.35; 
and Phil Ketchum’s yarn about acting sheriff 
who has face lynch mob, The Night the Coyotes, 
somewhat better than usual western, (158, $0.35; I). 


From Dell there are the following: Riders West, col- 
lection stories and articles about the Old West, 
(A-110, $0.25; Ian Gordon’s novel about 
wrongly convicted man who learns the truth the 
caution, mine, saith the Lord”; well- 
plotted and soundly grounded novel worth your atten- 
Maugham’s dated and characteristic novel 1928, 
Mrs. Craddock, (D-176, $0.35; IIb) John Cunning- 
ham’s western novel, which more than mediocre and 
close excellent, Warhorse, (D-177, $0.35; 
Leslie Ford’s Washington Whispers Murder, (908, 
$0.25; IIa), which one remembers was serialized the 
Saturday Evening Post Murder and communist 
skullduggery and around the cemeteries All Souls’ 
Day Mexico makes fast-paced reading Bart Spicer’s 
The Day the Dead, (909, $0.25; Restless 
Hands, Bruno Fischer another for the murder 
fans, with strangler loose small town ... 
and Apaches yarn set Arizona Agatha 
Christie’s Cards the Table lives this authoress’ 
reputation for the best plotting (912, $0.25; I). 


Permabooks starts its month’s releases with reprint 
Bill O’Malley’s cartoons about babies the way, 
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Pocket Prints and Reprints 


Blessed Event, (M-3047, $0.25; IIa) Live and 
Live Ian Fleming unnecessary novel that 
sadism and hokum, (M-3048, $0.25; 
Hemingway’s 1935 novel, The Green Hills 
has its second edition pocket-format and 
anytime, (M-3058, $0.25; The Hound 
Vance Bourjaily least quick-paced otherwig 
mediocre and cliche-ridden, (M-4052, $0.35; IIb). 


The Pocketbook listing starts with Pearl Buck’s 
biography, Several $0.50; Ila), 
well-written and Jeramie Price’s novel 
Peter the Great’s Russia, Katrina, more fiction 
history, (C-220, $0.35; IIb, cf. Best Sellers, August 
1955) Marcia Davenport’s novel based the 
lier Brothers, Brother’s Keeper, still well-told 
times discolored story, (C-224, $0.35; IIb, cf. 
Sellers, December 15, 1954) And the 
credited Search for Bridey Murphy Morey 
gets reprinting bit too late, (GC-37, $0.50; III, 
Best Sellers, January 15, 1956) Erle Stanley Gard 
ner represented The Case the Grinning 
for those not already weary Perry Mason Co, 
(1121, $0.25; IIa) Dependable Max Brand repre 
sented 1933 serial, The False Rider; not 
best, but good enough, (1122, $0.25; Frank 
Yerby’s formula for hot tamales comes newly 
signed package The Treasure Pleasant Valley 
(1131, $0.25; IIb, cf. Best Sellers, September 15, 1955) 
And Peter Field’s The Road Laramie stand. 
ard brand western from 1945, (1123, $0.25; I). 


the New American Library reprints, Mentor title 
American Skyline, Christopher Tunnard and Henry 
Hope Reed informative and interesting survey 
the growth architectural styles towns and 
the U.S., (MD-175, $0.50; Under the Signet 
colophon reprint Boswell’s London Journal, 
viewed Best Sellers, November 15, 1950, 
$0.50; III), value students English 
mostly Henry Miller’s Devil Paradise 
least not noisome his Tropic Cancer and other, 
but still not for family reading, (1317, $0.25; IIb) ... 
Shirley Ann Grau’s short stories first published 
lected form early 1955, The Black Prince, was 
viewed here February 1955, (S-1318, $0.35; IIb). 
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